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Current State of Adoption of Designated Administrator System
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Abstract

This study extensively investigates Japanese public libraries’ adoption of the Designated
Administrator System and analyzes the characteristics that were ranked secondary in a
previous survey conducted by the author. The investigation results confirm that 528
libraries of 214 local governments are being managed by the Designated Administrator
System as of November 2015. In 2015, an increase was noted in the number of local
governments that have adopted the Designated Administrator System for public library
management. The example of the Takeo City Library in Saga Prefecture can be assumed
to have influenced other local governments to consider introducing the Designated
Administrator System. Although there are only a few libraries that appoint NPOs as their

designated administrator, some examples are thought to show that library management
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reflects a way of thinking revolving around resident self-governance. However, other
examples show that designation after the second term does not occur because of

management stability issues, and this is considered a problem.
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