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Survey on Adoption of the Designated Administrator System
in Public Libraries in Japan

Yoshiya Kuwabara
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Abstract

This study exhaustively investigates the adoption of the Designated Administrator
System to public libraries in Japan and analyzes its characteristics. The investigation
results have confirmed that 469 libraries of 193 local governments are managed by the
Designated Administrator System as of November 2014. After 2011, the increase in the
number of local governments that adopt the Designated Administrator System to public
library management has recently shown a declining trend. Unlike other public social
education facilities, private enterprises are appointed with a high ratio as designated
administrators in public libraries; particularly, the specific enterprises that revolve around
selling books or making of bibliographic data for libraries are intensively appointed as

designated administrators.
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